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International Book Fair

The third grade teachers would like to thank all of the families who donated books to our classroom libraries. We really appreciate getting new and exciting books to use for teaching and learning! Thank you! 

Fall Celebration  
Additional thanks to everyone who was able to donate time and/or materials to our Fall Celebration!  Students had lots of fun celebrating the season with fall math activities and snacks.  It was a great way to break up the end-of-quarter Case 21 assessment that students were taking throughout the week. 
Math Workshop 
As we mentioned in the past edition of Third Grade Times, multiplication and division will be ongoing themes in our classrooms. You can help your child practice by asking them to create their own multiplication story problems, and also by asking them multiplication question as you go about your day-to-day life.  Multiplication goals in third grade include:

· Represent and solve multiplication and division problems

· Understand the properties of multiplication and the relationship between multiplication and division

· Multiply and divide within 100

· Solve problems involving the four operations, and identify and explain patterns

If your child hasn’t already, they will be bringing home practice flashcards. These are great study resources because they have several strategies on the back to help your child learn their facts. Ask your child to explain the strategies to you.  This week we will begin 1-minute multiplication quizzes. We will go in order starting with 0’s and 1’s. 
Reader’s Workshop
For the month of November, we will be focus on expanding our understanding of books in a series. Students will analyze characters in these books to understand their traits, motivations, and feelings.  We’ll also interpret how these characters evolve throughout the story. Students are also learning to use evidence from the text to compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots in these series.  
Writer’s Workshop

We are really excited to be moving into opinion or persuasive writing for second quarter. Students are learning to share opinions by backing up their ideas with both facts and reasons that support their opinion. Students will be looking at a variety of model texts (book reviews, movie reviews, food critiques, editorials, etc.) Our issues of Time for Kids also have some great examples that we’ll be analyzing.  Students will also transfer their opinions into our study of colonial times. 
Science & Social Studies
This month we will be learning about Colonial North Carolina. Students will explore the difficulties early colonists faced and compare and contrast life now and then.  Your child will be asked to consider information from a variety of perspectives.  We will learn about the Pilgrim’s need for freedom, how they settled into their new colony, and how the Native Americans contributed. We are very excited to have some opportunities planned for students to experience colonial life first hand.  Our first experience will be a trip to the Joel Lane House this week!
Wake County End of Quarter Testing

Last week, students participated in Wake County Case 21 assessments. Each quarter we will take this math and reading test to assess student’s learning over the entire quarter. In class, students have been practicing strategies and learning how to take tests.  For first quarter, we split the reading test into 2 shorter sections so that students could take it over the course of 2 days. These assessments are not something to study for or worry your child about each quarter. As with any test, PLEASE encourage your child to do their personal best by taking their time and showing their work in ALL areas. 

Important Upcoming Dates:
· Wednesday, November 6th: Joel Lane House field trip (walking)
· Friday, November 8th:  Early Release
· Monday, November 11th: Veterans Day Holiday – No School

· Tuesday, November 12th: First Quarter Report Cards Go Home
· Monday, November 25th:  Fall Picture Retakes
· Wednesday, November 27 – Friday, November 29th: Thanksgiving Break 
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