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Open House/Curriculum Night:  Thank you for those of you who were able to join us for Open House last week.  If you weren't able to attend, please check out our presentation via your teacher's weebly site. 
Also, a huge shout out to Ms. Dow. Her quarter 1 third grade movie trailer was an awesome example of what we as educators hope for your children! We look forward to an exciting year of learning, collaborating and creating! You are an integral part of your child's education; thank you for your support and all that you do!
Math Workshop
In math we continue our study of place value. Students are asked to round to the nearest ten or the 

nearest hundred. The kids are applying their place value skills as they add and subtract multi-digit 
numbers. Students should be able to demonstrate creating new groups by adding numbers such as 
539 + 687.  They should also be able to ungroup numbers when subtracting numbers such as 406 - 372. 
You can help your child at home by having them brush up on math facts (both addition and subtraction). 
This helps them to be more efficient when adding and subtracting larger numbers. Students should not be 
counting on their fingers. Dust those flashcards off, play games or quiz them in the car!  You can also ask 
them to explain what they are doing during multi-digit addition/subtraction. 

Math expressions vocabulary resource for parents/students:
http://www.eduplace.com/parents/mthexp/g3/index.html
Reader’s Workshop
This week is the last week for beginning of year mCLASS assessments. Over the last few weeks, we have been assessing your child's fluency, decoding, reading and comprehension skills. We are excited about the targeted data that will drive individual student literacy instruction!
Over the next two weeks, the students continue to build strong reading habits. Students have been working on read to self and read to someone. They are also developing new goals as readers. Using assessment data next week, each student will plan their next reading goal! In the meantime, we continue to build on our questioning skills. Students are asking and answering questions to show their understanding of a text. It's their job to refer to the text to prove or base their answers upon. Finally, we are using context to determine the meaning of unknown words. 
Writer’s Workshop
As assessments wind down, we will begin looking at narrative writing. A narrative is a real or imagined stories. Narratives can be personal or fictional. Students will describe an event or experience from their own life. They will write a personal narrative. They will use the writing process to draft a strong beginning, middle and ending. They will be expected to plan their writing using a narrative writing organizer. We will also be reviewing many of the basic writing mechanics and grammar. (proper capitalization, punctuation, nouns, adjectives, verbs, etc.) 
Social Studies and Science
We hope that you are hearing a lot about our government! The students are busy learning about the three branches of the government. They are learning what this looks like at the local, state and national levels. Your young, responsible citizens have been applying their citizenship skills within the classroom as we build a community. They are also figuring out how government plays a role in our daily lives. 
Time for Kids:  Your child will be receiving the Global edition of Time for Kids this year. It's an amazing tool that brings our global matrix to life via informational text and media.  They will be able to investigate other countries while recognizing unique student perspectives. The children will be able to communicate their ideas and learning about other cultures with a variety of projects this year. It will be exciting to see the many ways that the kids take action as a result of their learning! 
Class Economy: As we set up our classroom economies, the students will be very excited to receive their first paychecks. Please help us to gather classroom store items. Our monthly store will be at the end of September. We would love dollar store items, gently used books, local giftcards or coupons (Ex: 1 free Locopop), etc. Thank you for helping us to teach your children economic principles!
Important Dates

· Friday, September 20th: Produce Box Orders Due! 
· Saturday, September 21st:  Welcome Back Skate Night! (Jelly Beans 5:15 - 7:00pm) 

· Wednesday, September 25th: Pick up Produce Box Orders

· Friday, September 27st:  Early Release

· Wednesday, October 9th: International Walk to School Day

· Week of October 14th: International Book Fair
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